Stem cell transplantation for primary immunodeficiencies.
BMT is curative in almost 75% of children affected by severe primary immunodeficiencies (PIDs). Recently, the chance of cure has increased thanks to the availability of matched unrelated donors (MUDs). Nevertheless, besides the conventional indications to BMT (profound or absent T-cell function, profound or absent natural killer function, known syndromes with T-cell deficiencies), indications to BMT for PIDs affecting the quality of life or having an expectation of life that does not exceed the third-fourth decade remain unclear. Infact, if it is evident that the survival rate in an infant grafted for a PID with a MUD is expected to be more than 80%, alternative treatments such as gene therapy are now available.